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Principal's Newsletter, 10th February 2011 
 
 
It was lovely to celebrate the Lunar New Year in Singapore and to experience 
something of the culture, including the food and especially Lo Hei!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CELEBRATIONS  
The opportunity to celebrate the New Year through the House system saw a 
cornucopia of decorations and fine lion-dance performances.  The 
atmosphere was relaxed and supportive with enjoyment clearly to the fore as 
the photograph shows. 
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THE CO-CURRICULUM 
This supportive atmosphere was also apparent in abundance in the inter-
House basketball competition, in which the play was competitive and the 
support good-natured and helpful. 
 
I am also delighted to report that some 14 students have become involved 
with assisting the work of the Holland Village Preaching Point.  As part of their 
Christian witness, and as part of their service commitment, they are helping 
with teaching the youngsters from the local area skills in English and in sport; 
some are also involved with visiting local residents helping to distribute the 
funding raised by the Methodist Church's 125th Anniversary initiative.  This 
example of what might be described as 'muscular Christianity' is so 
encouraging, and I am delighted that we are able to play a part in the local 
community in this way. 
 
This witness also extends beyond Singapore: there are several service trips 
being organized in June.  These will visit the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia 
and the Maldives and full details will be supplied to students in assemblies; 
the Africa trip will also be repeated again this year. 
   
Our Model UN team has been re-formed and planning their trip to Rome in 
March has begun; here they will represent the Ivory Coast.  Perhaps not the 
easiest of countries but one with much interest and challenge. 
I am also encouraged by our participation, for the first time, in drama in the 
Singapore Youth Festival.  This really shows how our expressive arts 
programme is maturing and developing, forming a pivotal part of the broad 
education that we provide here.     
 
Indeed, there are a number of dramatic events planned in the coming months, 
details of which are noted below. 
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ANIMAL FARM & SCHOOL 
PRODUCTIONS 

 
In the continued development of Drama at ACS 
(International), we are proud to announce the following 
performances for 2011.  
 
Starting Feb 25th & 26th, Animal Farm will be performed as 
a piece fully directed and conceptualized by students. Last 
year’s Monty Python was a sell out and a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening so GET YOUR TICKETS SOON!! $10. 
Also, look out for some familiar faces in the show! Not 
wanting to give away too much but a certain Scot and some 
IB officials may grace the stage…   
More details/information from 
animalfarm.acsinternational@gmail.com  
 
Following on in Term 2, May 5th & 6th, Year 2 Students 
will present…video killed THE RADIO STAR, an evening of 
Radio Plays performed and recorded live on the night with 
fully staged sound effects and hopefully YOU as the live 
audience. Cue your OOOOOHs, AHHHHs and 
BOOOOOOs carefully!! As this performance is in 
connection with Year 2 NYAA Service, tickets can be 
bought by DONATION only and all proceeds will be given 
to the Year 2 Charity of choice. Please do support. More 
details/information from 
paul.hannon@acsinternational.com.sg  
 
Another date not to be missed, and yet another first will be 
ACS (International)’s FIRST STAFF PRODUCTION! 
Tentatively, May 20th & 21st please join the teachers (on 
stage, ushering, ticketing, set, costumes et al.) for 2 
evenings only of Tom Stoppard’s The Real Inspector Hound 
– a classic mystery-comedy not to be missed!! And, in 
further promoting Creativity, Action and Service within the 
school, all work will be done by the teachers and all 
proceeds will go to the teacher’s charity of choice. Please do 
support. More details/information from 
paul.hannon@acsinternational.com.sg  
 
And finally, it is time for the school’s biannual 
MUSICAL l!! Tentative dates at the moment are August 
25th -27th and while the script has not been fully finalized, 
you can guarantee with Ms. Marissa Jansz and Ms. Mabel 
Garcia at the helm, it will be yet another night NOT TO BE 
MISSED.  
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ACADEMIC MATTERS  
As you are aware a holistic education does not compromise academic 
standards; quite the reverse in fact.  It is therefore encouraging to record that 
re-marking of some IB papers has produced some enhanced results so that 
we now have achieved a record 14% of passes at 40 points and above.  
 
Continuing variety will be experienced by our young Year 1 students who will 
visit Bukit Timah Nature Reserve to complement their studies of the rainforest; 
pre-IB students will study vegetation at the Botanical Gardens in the Colours 
of Spring Exhibition. 
 
To help Year 5 students prepare for the work of the year in the IB Diploma 
they will shortly receive advice and information similar to that which parents 
heard at the recent parents' evening. We hope that this will help them to cope 
better with the inevitable pressures of the course.  In this respect we have 
decided to cease the practice of having Year 5 examinations in November of 
this year which will allow more time for teaching and preparation of individual 
pieces of coursework; preliminary exams will then take place in April 2012 
following a proposed two-week March holiday to allow time for both relaxation 
and revision.  In this way we hope that we will achieve a more appropriate 
balance for our senior students.  
 
We hope, too, that our second orientation programme for new students who 
were not able to attend that at the start of the year will help ease them further 
in to the life of the School: this takes place on Saturday 19th February from 
0830.  The day will end with a party to which parents are invited, and which 
will take place from 1700 to 1900. 
We are again organising a course for those students planning to sit the SATs 
for entry to universities in the USA. Details are noted below: 
 
SATS Preparation course  
On-Campus Preparation Course for the SAT is suitable for students applying 
to the US Universities. 
  
When: 9 February 2011 – 7 May 2011 (Every Wednesday from 4pm to 7pm) 
  
Where: ACS (International) in Rooms 2.1 and 2.2 
  
Who: Testtakers Singapore – a company specializing in SA T preparation  
  
Course Fee: $875.00 
  
More information at www.testtakers-sg.com 
(Please see Ms Rita Kaur for registration forms) 
  
  
 
ACS 125th ANNIVERSARY  
As many of you will be aware this year sees the 125th anniversary of the 
founding of the first ACS school in Singapore.  As part of a series of 
celebrations this year's Founder's Day on 1st March will be a combined one 
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for all the ACS family: it will take place at the Singapore Indoor Stadium from 
0930 until around 1230.  All students are expected to attend in formal wear 
and full details will be supplied nearer the day.    
 
PRIMARILY FOR PARENTS 
PSP is hosting a coffee morning on Tuesday 15th February between 0830 
and 1030 on the sixth floor of the Sports Building (there is a lift!) to allow 
parents old and new to get to know each other over breakfast.  Should you 
wish to attend it would be helpful if you could e-mail PSP at 
acspsp.net@gmail.com as soon as possible. 
 
Hopefully such an e-mail will get through because we have been experiencing 
some problems in communication with some parents in this respect.  We are 
trying to ensure that we have the correct e-mail addresses but you can also 
help by making sure that your mailbox can accept large messages; please 
also note that company e-mail addresses will not accept messages from us. 
Whilst on the topic of e-communication, I append a guide to help you access 
the parent portal on iSAMS to allow you to keep in touch with the progress of 
your children. 
 
I would also draw your attention to our revised Policy on Absence which also 
appears on the website.  It elaborates on the points I made in my last 
newsletter. 
 
You will also see at the end of the letter a fee reminder: some thirty of our 
students are being educated for free at the moment because their fees have 
not yet been paid.  Whilst I know that there may well be justifiable reasons for 
such a delay I would ask you to honour your contractual relationship with us; I 
would hate to be placed in a position where I would have to exclude a student 
because of non-payment of fees. 
 
My diatribe is nearly over! This said may I make a plea on two more points?  
We do value the positive relationship that we have with our parents and do 
appreciate dialogue with you; however, do please bear in mind that it is not 
really possible for us to see parents without a prior appointment having been 
made.  All of us are involved in teaching and co-curricular activities and it is 
simply not possible to drop these responsibilities at short notice; it can also be 
awkward to have to explain this.  Please do not hesitate to contact us to make 
an appointment which can usually be arranged very quickly.  We hope that in 
this way we can avoid needless waiting and worry. 
 
I would also remind you that if you require a transcript or testimonial for your 
son or daughter you should make an application on the form available from 
the general office; the documents take two weeks to produce so please bear 
this in mind. My thanks for your understanding and support.  
 
AND FINALLY...  
I have now heard from the Council of International Schools that, following a 
year-long process which culminated in an inspection late last year, we have 
been given full accreditation.  This is a fine achievement and confirms our 
status as an international school of the highest standard.  We will be 
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arranging a formal presentation of the associated plaque but, as yet, I cannot 
say when this will take place.  In the meantime I hope that you will share our 
pleasure at this significant accolade which is an endorsement of all for which 
we stand and do in educating young people. 
 
With my very best wishes 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
P. Kerr Fulton-Peebles  
Principal 

 
Procedures to access the parents’ portal 
 
School Web site at www.acsinternational.com.sg; and click ISAMS Parents 
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If you are accessing ISAMS-Parents for the first time, you must first click <Register> 
 
You would have received an email from ISAMS with a Registration Number and a 
Registration password.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Upon registration.. 
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You are required to provide a valid email address and choose you password. 
 
The Parent Portal will send an email to the email address you provided. It contains 
instructions on how to verify your account. It involves clicking on a link within the e-
mail that will redirect you to the Parent Portal where it will activate your account. 
You can not use your account until you have completed the steps above. 
 
If you have difficulties accessing ISAMS, please email 
choongkiat.chia@acsinternational.com.sg; 
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